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Disclaimer

I. This presentation is for 
information purposes, it is not 
legal advice

II. Always consult with a lawyer if 
you are arrested or in removal 
proceedings

III. In this administration, policies 
and practices are changing 
quickly
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Definitions

• ICE = U.S. Immigration & Customs Enforcement 
(immigration police inside the U.S.)

• CBP = U.S. Customs & Border Patrol (immigration 
police at the border)

• DHS = U.S. Department of Homeland Security (parent 
agency for ICE)
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Today’s Agenda
Interacting with ICE Agents: Know Your Rights

1. Overview of Immigrants’ Rights and what to do if ICE comes to your 
home (Emily)

2. What to do if ICE stops you on the street, if ICE comes to your 
workplace, or if you get arrested (Neribel)

3. What to do if ICE comes to your place of worship, hospital, or school 
(Aparna)

4. Policy Protections for immigrants (Liza) 

5. Q&A



Immigrants have rights.
• Apply inside the U.S. (not to 

people in other countries) 
• Regardless of immigration status
• Might look slightly different for 

people in removal proceedings
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Be silent.
We all have the right to . . . 

• Fifth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution

• YOU DO NOT HAVE TO ANSWER QUESTIONS ABOUT:

• Name or place of birth
• Immigration status (will need to disclose at border, LPRs have to disclose)
• Criminal History

• Does not give you the right to lie or provide false documents

• Will need to provide name/address during traffic stop by police
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Be free from unreasonable searches.
We all have the right to . . . 

• Fourth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution

• No entering your home without a warrant* or consent

• No searching your car or belongings without a warrant* or consent

• No searching your person without a warrant*, consent, or arrest

• YOU DO NOT HAVE TO CONSENT TO A SEARCH

* There are exceptions for emergencies/safety considerations
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Be free from unreasonable seizures.
We all have the right to . . . 

• Fourth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution

• Seizure = stop or arrest

• Arrest/detention requires probable cause (reason to believe violation 
of immigration law)

• ICE will try to get probable cause during an interaction by asking questions 
or getting consent to search
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Due Process.
We all have the right to . . . 

• Fifth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution

• Due Process = fair proceeding

• Right to a hearing before deportation*

• Right to have a lawyer (not court-appointed)

• Right to call witnesses and present evidence

* Recent Expedited Removal Order – carry proof of residence for 2+ years
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Free Speech & Free Association.
We all have the right to . . . 

• First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution

• Right to protest & criticize the U.S. government (or others)

• Right to join groups that protest & criticize the U.S. government (or 
others)

• Prohibits retaliation for exercising First Amendment rights

• NOT: Helping people violate the law

• Concerns re: EO about revoking visas for people based on ideology



What to do if ICE 
comes to your home.
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They may say they are “police.”
If ICE comes to your home . . . 

• May not be wearing a uniforms (usually police officers will be wearing 
uniforms)

• May have a badge or vest that says “Immigration & Customs 
Enforcement”

• Before opening the door . . . 

• Ask what agency they are from 
• Ask to see identification
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They may ask you questions.
If ICE comes to your home . . . 

• Even before you get to the door, ICE agents could ask you your name or 
ask if someone else is present in your home. 

• YOU DO NOT HAVE TO ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS. 

• You have the right to silence. 
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DO NOT open the door.
If ICE comes to your home . . . 

• Without your consent, ICE CANNOT ENTER YOUR HOME WITHOUT A 
WARRANT SIGNED BY A JUDGE.

• Keep doors shut and latched. If using a screen door, keep it latched. 

• Teach your children not to open the door for anyone they don’t know. 

• Once a door is cracked open, ICE can enter, even if it means pushing 
you out of the way. 
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Ask if they have a warrant signed by a judge.
If ICE comes to your home . . . 

• ICE rarely has a judicial warrant to enter someone’s home

• May try to intimidate you into opening your door and consenting to 
them coming into your home

ask to see it.If ICE agents say they have a warrant . . . 

• Do not open the door!

• Have them slip the document under the door or hold it up. 
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Is it actually a judicial warrant? 
Look carefully at any document ICE agents show you. . . 

Judicial Warrant

• Issued by a Court 
• Signed by a Judge (not an 

Immigration Judge)
• States the address or names 

the person 
• Lists a time frame

Immigration Warrant

• Issued by DHS – look for DHS seal, 
label, or form number

• Signed by immigration 
officer/immig. Judge

• Authority to issue from immigration 
law, not court
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Document the interaction.
If ICE comes to your home . . . 

• Take a photo of any document ICE agents show you.

• Ask a friend/family member to openly record the interaction. 

• If ICE agents enter your home, CLEARLY say you do not consent to their 
entry (but otherwise remain calm).  

• Do not resist. Do not shout. Keep yourself and your family safe. 

• After the ICE agents leave, take photos of any damage. Write down 
exactly what happened right away. 
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